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Introduction 

 

http://www.birdsontario.org/
http://www.birdscanada.org/ON_Owls
http://www.birdscanada.org/on_owls


 



Ontario Great Gray (GGOW) and Boreal Owl (BOOW) Survey 

Guidelines  
 

Preparing for your survey 

Training 

Equipment 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

https://www.birdsontario.org/owl-nightjar-surveys/
https://www.birdsontario.org/owl-nightjar-surveys/
https://www.natureinstruct.org/dendroica/index.php
https://www.xeno-canto.org/


● 

Survey area 

 

Which squares to cover? 

https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/onatlas/findsquare.jsp
https://www.birdsontario.org/contact/
https://www.birdsontario.org/contact/


Planning your survey 

Survey timing  

Time of day  

Weather conditions  

Time required  

Completing your survey 

Locating designated survey stations  

https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/onatlas/findsquare.jsp


 

Determining “suitable” stations 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

Suitable GGOW and BOOW habitat 

 

Playback protocol 

mailto:atlas@birdsontario.org


Data collection  

Safety issues  

 

Call broadcasts are effective in locating and studying owls but should not be 
used indiscriminately. Responding birds may continue to vocalize for some time 
after the playback ends, and therefore may be more easily located by predators. In 
addition, frequent and persistent playbacks may affect the normal activities of the 
owl. Enjoy the experience but please keep disturbance to a minimum. Remember 
that the health and welfare of each bird is our utmost priority.



  

 

Entering GGOW and BOOW survey data 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

 

 

  

  

 

Submitting your data 

 

 

 

https://www.birdsontario.org/breeding-codes/
https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/onatlas/submitatlas.jsp
https://www.birdsontario.org/owl-nightjar-surveys/
mailto:atlas@birdsontario.org


Appendix A - MP3 Owl training resources 

https://www.birdsontario.org/owl-nightjar-surveys/


Appendix B – Navigating to survey stations 

Finding stations using the 10-km square map 

 

Finding stations using downloaded Point Count locations 

Finding stations using the NatureCounts app 

 

Using a GPS unit to determine UTM location 

Using a Smart Phone 

iPhone 

Android Smart Phone 

https://www.androidauthority.com/best-gps-app-and-navigation-app-for-android-357870/
https://www.androidauthority.com/best-gps-app-and-navigation-app-for-android-357870/


Appendix C - Choosing a Bird Call Broadcast Unit 

Broadcast device 

 

 

 

Speaker 

 

https://www.amazon.ca/gp/product/B07CVQDQMG/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Waist-Band-Microphone-Rechargeable-Batteries-ColorBlack/dp/B005I2YJIY


Appendix D - How to stay safe while conducting owl and 

crepuscular surveys 
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● 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 
● 

https://tc.canada.ca/en/winter-driving-emergency-kit
https://www.getprepared.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/sfttps/tp201012-en.aspx
https://www.birdsontario.org/wp-content/uploads/Appendix-A-Safety.pdf


Appendix E - Sample data form 


