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Dear Atlasser,

This edition of the Atlas newsletter includes:

Publication planning continues
Complete the Atlasser and assistant form
Analysis sneak peek
Attend our Atlasser Appreciation & Writing Workshop
Suggestions for filling the Atlassing void
Summarizing and celebrating year 5 Sappy Hour now online
Support the Atlas!
Get your Atlas-3 swag
Join the Atlas community on Discord

Publication planning continues

If you’re anything like those of us at the Atlas office, this spring has felt a bit empty without planning for peak
breeding season surveys! But we are happy to report that there’s still a lot going on now that field data collection is
over; data are being reviewed and finalized and our analysis and publication plans are coming together.

Since our January update, we have now set our lineup of over 150 authors who will help write the species accounts
that form the core of the Atlas publication. Work begins in June, with review and finalization happening this fall and
winter. We have also continued refining the analysis techniques that will take all of your hard work in the field from
the past five seasons and make it into maps, charts and summaries that will tell the story of our breeding bird
populations. We are still working towards a final publication in late fall 2027 and we can’t wait to share that with you
when it happens!
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Complete the Atlasser and assistant form

As part of the final publication we want to ensure everyone who helped collect data is properly acknowledged. To
assist us with this, please ensure your name is recorded in NatureCounts as you’d like it to appear in the final
publication. Please complete this form to ensure you’ve taken the proper steps for your name and to identify any
assistants you had during the course of the Atlas data collection phase: https://forms.gle/e5h5GBG8zNbUoCdr7.

Analysis sneak peek
In this issue of the newsletter, we wanted to share with you a new map style we are testing out; this shows predicted
relative abundance during Atlas-3 with the dot size and estimated minimum change in relative abundance between
Atlas-2 and Atlas-3 with colours. This current version uses point count data fed into a model that includes a number
of environmental variables to help make estimates in areas without any/much bird data. We’re working on updating
our model to include a subset of general atlassing checklists as well. These maps are very powerful at getting across
where you’re most likely to find the most individuals of a species and where those numbers have changed the most.
We hope you’ll like them - afterall, it was your hard work collecting the data that are powering them. Presented here
is the map for Wood Thrush; you can see that the majority of the relative abundance occurs from Sault Ste. Marie
and Algonquin Park southward, with an increase in birds in the Rainy River area (possibly a sign that the species is
shifting northward?) but a decrease in the area around the west end of Lake Ontario. Overall, the model estimates
that we’ve lost about 8% of the population since Atlas-2.

Attend our Atlasser Appreciation & Writing Workshop
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The Atlas is hosting an in-person Atlasser Appreciation and Writing Workshop on Saturday, June 13 at Birds Canada
Headquarters in Port Rowan. The event will begin with a birding walk (how else!?), followed by an update from the
Atlas team on our early results and publication plans. Everyone is welcome! To find out more or to register to attend,
go here.

Suggestions for filling the Atlassing void

We feel it too… those last five years were filled with intense data collection which leaves a void for many of us.
Some of you have told us of your plans for projects and vacations you’ve put off for the last five years (Thank You!!)
but others have told us they want projects to direct their energy towards. Below are some suggestions to fill the
atlassing void:

Contribute to the Rare Species of Ontario project in iNaturalist

You can join the project and add your sightings of rare species to iNaturalist so they can be used by the Natural
Heritage Information Centre to help inform conservation planning initiatives.

Birds Canada programs

Birds Canada has a variety of programs that are always in need of volunteers of all skill levels. Consider helping with
a Breeding Bird Survey route, taking part in the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey, or helping with the Marsh Monitoring
Program

Volunteer Opportunities with Ontario Nature

Ontario Nature benefits from passionate, dedicated and talented volunteers who generously give their time for
conservation. Our volunteers support events, steward nature reserves, advocate for conservation, do community
science, and more.

Current Opportunities:

Nature Reserve Stewards: Being a steward involves visiting one of our nature reserves to inventory species
and document threats to the natural habitat. Stewards act as the eyes on the ground for our nature reserves
team. They help conserve these unique and diverse natural habitats. The role requires a minimum of three
visits annually to monitor the property and report any activities to staff. This opportunity is focused on the
steward’s interest, so we tailor the position to fit their needs. Learn more and sign up at: » Nature Reserve
Volunteer Stewardship.
Long-Term Monitoring Protocol (LTMP) for Ontario Snakes: Ontario Nature developed the LTMP to gather
baseline information about Ontario's snake species and to help assess their conservation status.
Participating in this project entails setting up a transect of 24 plywood coverboards and monitoring them for
snakes over the course of approximately 8 to 10 weeks starting in early spring. We are also looking for
volunteers to help monitor snakes at existing sites. Learn more and sign up at: » Long-Term Monitoring
Protocol for Snakes Sign Up Form.
For more information and current volunteer openings, subscribe to our volunteer board email list.

OFO Volunteer Opportunities

The OFO Board is always looking for volunteers to help with a variety of projects and tasks. If you are interested,
please email ofo@ofo.ca.

Ontario Parks

Georeach is a community science project being implemented in Ontario Parks to monitor ecological features of
interest over time. Park visitors can contribute by placing their phone in the mount and capturing a photo and
sending it via email. Over time these records will help us monitor changes and influence management decisions.

Help with the Bird Friendly City initiative

There are several cities in Ontario that are certified as “Bird Friendly”. Find out what that means and how you can
help.
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Summarizing and celebrating year 5 Sappy Hour recording

Our February 24 Sappy Hour, Summarizing and Celebrating Year 5 is available on our YouTube channel in case you
missed it.

Support the Atlas!
Although data collection is complete, there’s still a lot of work ahead to ensure the success of Atlas-3. The
publication phase is generally harder to raise funds for, so your financial support will go a long way in helping us
achieve the goals of Atlas-3. The Atlas team sincerely appreciates your volunteer support for the project. To ensure
the valuable data collected through the dedication of volunteers can be fully used and made available to support bird
conservation, please consider donating or encouraging others to donate in support of the project. You can donate
directly to Atlas-3 by following this secure link. You will receive a charitable receipt for income tax purposes from
Birds Canada, along with an extra warm feeling inside, knowing you’re supporting bird conservation. For those that
are able to, thank you for considering this!

Get your Atlas-3 swag

Looking for some Atlas-3 gear? Check out our project merch at the store here.

Join the Atlas community on Discord
Got a question about a specific Atlas topic or just want to connect and share stories with other Atlassers? Join the
Atlas Discord, a communication server with different channels, each specific to an Atlas topic! For detailed
instructions on how to join, check out: birdsontario.org/discussion.

Invite link: https://discord.gg/JCfgfr3egG.

 

 

 

Until next time!

- The Atlas-3 Team

 

 

The Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas-3 thanks the following for their financial support:
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Environment and Climate Change
Canada

TD Friends of the Environment
Foundation

Vortex

The McLean Foundation

Clean Foundation

Natural Resource Solutions Inc.,

Hodgson Family Foundation

Baillie Fund

Wildlife Habitat Canada

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 

Project Learning Tree

Greenbelt Foundation

RBC Foundation

Employment and Social Development
Canada (Canada Summer Jobs)

Newmont

Parks Canada Agency

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Kenneth M. Molson Foundation

 

The Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas-3 thanks the following for their in-kind support:

Boreal Avian Modelling Project

Natural Resources Canada 

Ontario Parks 

Royal Ontario Museum 

University of Alberta 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

WildTrax

Sustainable Forestry Initiative 

Plenty Canada

COVID-19: The Atlas team reminds all atlassers to be aware of the latest COVID-19 conditions in Ontario. Please follow all public health guidelines and
restrictions, and check for updates frequently. Information on the latest conditions and public health guidance can be found on the Government of Ontario website.
Follow the links to the most current situation in the province. 

  
 

This email was sent by Birds Canada on behalf of the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas partners (Birds Canada,
Environment and Climate Change Canada, Ontario Field Ornithologists, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources,

and Ontario Nature).
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